
Jonah 

Chapter 1:1-3 
 

 

� Review last week 

 

There is a Rabbinic Midrash that says: 

There are three types of Prophets. One insisted on the honor due his Father (God) 

as well as the honor due his son (the prophet); one insisted on the honor due his 

Father without insisting on the honor due his son, and one insisted on the honor 

due the son without insisting on the honor due his Father. 

The Midrash goes on to say, the first is Jeremiah, the second is Elijah, the third is 

Jonah. 

 

Before we start, let’s talk just briefly about the literary structure here: 

a) 1:1-3  Introduction 

b) 1:4-16 Focus on the Sailors 

c) 1:17-2:10 Focus on Jonah 

d) 3:1-3a  Recapitulation of the Introduction 

e) 3:3b-10 Focus on Nineveh 

f) 4:1-11 Focus on Jonah 

ABCABC Pattern 

 

The other literary approach to notice is that God is the initiator in this Story 

1) He throws the storm at them 

2) He throws Jonah into the sea threw the sailors mechanism 

3) He sends the word of judgment to Nineveh 

4) He delivers the city 

5) He pursues Jonah EVERY TIME 

 

One other thing to notice: 

There are 2 sections on Jonah: 

1) Focuses on Jonah’s deliverance 

2) Focuses on Jonah’s REACTION to someone else’s deliverance 

 

Now, let’s start digging in 

 

• Jonah 1:1 

Surprising only minimal info is given on Jonah, just enough to identify him with II 

Kings 



What’s missing about his description? 

And he is not mentioned as a Prophet here…not sure why 

Might be that the writer wanted a broader identification with Jonah by the readers 

BUT, there IS enough info for the readers to know this isn’t some NUT 

Unique among the Prophetic books 

Has only 5 words of Prophetic Oracle 

And it is completely about A prophet 

 

Jonah = means DOVE, a metaphor sometimes used for Israel itself (Hos 7:11, 

11:11) 

Makes it painfully obvious who this message is to 

It is also used in the OT, in the Song of Songs, for the beloved one 

Jonah, the representative of Israel, is God’s beloved 

Ammitai = related to the word amen and means truth 

Jonah, the dove of truth 

 

• Jonah 1:2 

Interesting, Prophets commonly were called to speak against Nations (Jeremiah 46-

51, Ezekiel 25-32) 

But no other Prophet in the Bible had ever been called to put in a personal 

appearance 

To speak it is one thing, to go there personally is another 

Anyone reading this automatically would have been sympathetic with him 

And ESPECIALLY to give them the chance to turn around 

 

SO now we are faced with the heavy question – why does Jonah flee? 

Not because of fear like Jeremiah, or feels inadequate like Moses, its not because 

he thinks the message is too hard to hear like Amos 

We already know the reason because he says it in chapter 4 

What is odd is that this reason is so delayed…so we will set it aside 

 

What and where is Nineveh? 

Show map – Handout 1 

Capital of Assyria for the last 100 years or so of its existence 

Eventually Assyria would totally destroy Israel in 721BC 

IN fact it would be SO destroyed that the 10 tribes would virtually disappear from 

history 

Eventually Assyria would almost completely destroy Judah as well 

Assyria, and Nineveh as its epicenter, was the disdain of Israel 

It became the object of oppression 



The entire prophecy of Nahum written sometime just before the fall of Nineveh in 

612BC paints this picture 

Nahum calls it the “bloody city, full of lies, booty and dead bodies without end, a 

city that could be likened to a shapely harlot out to seduce all Nations (Nahum 3:1-

4, 19, Zeph. 2:13-15) 

It symbolized the worst of the pagan world 

Why is this significant? 

a) If the message can effect Nineveh, it can effect anyone 

b) Raises the issue we spoke of last week…God’s Justice 

God poured out His judgment on Israel and Judah 

And they are in ruins and barely surviving 

And now God comes with a message that gives a way out for the worst 

Nation on the planet  

Remember the issue, if God was willing to offer the executioner life when 

the head (i.e. Israel) was rolling around on the ground, is it even worth it to 

follow Him 

His justice is greatly in question and faith is futile 

c) Recall the History of Jonah’s time – by using Jonah for this message, the 

writer is making something REALLY clear = if God didn’t blot out Israel 

for so long even though she was utterly sinful, surely Israel (Jonah in this 

case) should have understanding for God’s compassion with Nineveh 

 

Quick question…do you think Jonah would have gone if he knew they would be 

destroyed? 

 

GREAT = most repeated word in the whole book = 14 times 

• Nineveh, wind, storm, fear of the sailors, the fish, Leaders of Nineveh, the 

evil Jonah finds in Nineveh’s salvation, joy over the plant 

• Reminds us that this book or story is about GREAT THINGS, the greatest 

forces are at work in this section of the play 

• Ex. 34:6-7 – this is what is at odds between God and Jonah 

WICKED = occurs 10 times 

 

• Jonah 1:3 

Let’s again ask the repeated word/phrase question. ??? 

This author is WAY to good to make a mistake 

Tarshish is mentioned 3x 

Tarshish = somewhere on the far shipping lanes of the Mediterranean 

Cilicia, North Africa, Italy, and most prominently Spain have been mentioned as 

possibilities for Tarshish…not really sure 



Most of these sea routes were controlled by the Phoenicians 

They were full blown heirs of the Canaanites whose god was YAM = the sea god 

He was a god that personified the uncontrollable cosmic chaos that the sea 

represented that could completely overtake creation 

Handout 1 – Map 

Handout 2 – Boat 

Replica of a square-rigged boat from the mid-1
st
 Millennium that sailed to 

Tarshish 

You can read about them also in Ezek. 7 

Tarshish was in fact the farthest known point in the Western world 

It was also seen as a distant paradise of sorts 

• I Kings 10:22 

 

Joppa = chief Mediterranean port 

Only natural harbor on the eastern shore 

 

And what is also repeated? 

What is he fleeing? 

Why is it phrased like this? 

Mentioned 2x 

Fleeing God’s PRESENCE 

Do you think he believes he can really do this? 

Two types of Presence in the Old Testament 

a) God’s Presence in Israel FOR Israel 

b) God’s Presence in the world 

I don’t think Jonah is so dumb that he thinks he can completely get away from God 

He knows God permeates the world 

• Jonah 1:9 

It is specific to his call as an Israelite from the Word of God 

And any Jew in this time period reading this would have thought about the Temple 

Handout 3 – Literary Approach 1:3 

 

There is a theme that gets introduced that we shouldn’t miss in a small phrase here 

“goes down” 

We will end up seeing a fourfold progression DOWN with Jonah 

This is the first 

And from a Judean perspective, all travel AWAY from Jerusalem is GOING 

DOWN from the Temple mount 

 



And we discussed this briefly last week, but what does this verse tell you about 

Jonah’s view of Gentiles? Is he comfortable with them? 

 

One last thought…money was a relatively new and sophisticated element in the 

ancient near east 

Many did not even have it 

For Jonah to have this much money puts him on the high end 

That is fascinating given last week’s history overview 
 


